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Dear Readers, 
  
As of September 16, 2021, the 
"Apostille Act 2020" will come 
into force in Singapore,. This 
will make the previous four-
step legalization procedure in 
Singapore obsolete in legal 
transactions involving the con-
tracting states of the Hague 
Convention. 
 
Further details are summarized 
in the attached E-Bulletin. 
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Dr Andreas Respondek 
Managing Director 
 

 
 

Ms. Tasha Lim 

 

T H A I L A N D  Office 

323 Silom Road, United Center,  
39th Floor, Suite 3904 B 

Bangkok 10500 
Tel: +66-2-635-5498 Fax: +66-2-635-5499 

S I N G A P O R E  Office 

1 North Bridge Road 
#16-03 High Street Centre 

Singapore 179094 
Tel: +65-6324-0060 Fax: +65-6324-0223 

S I N G A P O R E 
 

Singapore abolishes legalization re-

quirement with the Apostille Act 

2020 effective 16.09.2021 

 
Singapore has acceded to the Convention of 

5 October 1961 Abolishing the Requirement of 

Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents  earli-

er this year and will implement the obliga-

tions under the convention through the 

Apostille Act 2020, which will come into 

force on 16 September 2021. The coming 

into force of the Apostille Act will facili-

tate the use of public documents amongst 

contracting parties with the abrogation of 

the traditional requirement of multiple le-

galisation steps. 

 

Most countries require foreign public doc-

uments to be legalised or authenticated 

before they can be used and accepted in 

their own country. Examples of public 

documents include marriage certificates, 

educational certificates, birth and death 

certificates, passports and identity cards. 

On the other hand, the legalisation process 

would usually involve a multi-stage pro-

cess whereby the signature, seal or stamp 

on a local public document is certified as 

authentic by a series of public officials 

along a “chain”, to a point where the ulti-

mate authentication is readily recognised 

by the foreign country of destination. Such 

process can be costly and time-consuming. 

 

The Apostille Convention replaces the 

cumbersome formalities related to the le-

galisation process with the one-step pro-

cess of the issuance of a single certificate 

known as apostille. The apostille which is 

issued by the designated competent au-

thority of each country serves to certify 

the origin of official documents produced 

by such country and all contracting parties 

are obliged to accept apostilles of official 

documents as sufficient to verify the origin 

of the underlying document. In Singapore, 

the Singapore Academy of Law has been 

designated to certify any Singapore public 

documents and issue apostilles. As for 

outgoing public documents intended to be 

used in non-contracting countries, individ-

uals still need to follow the usual legalisa-

tion process.  


